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Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost
October 6, 2024

During the music before the service let us join in a time of prayer and meditation as we prepare our hearts for
worship.

Please stand as you are able where marked***
Greetings and Announcements
Prelude

***The Confession and Absolution

Vicar: In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

People: Amen.

Vicar: If we say we have no sin we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. If we confess our sins God who is
faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

(A time of silent reflection and self-examination.)

Vicar: Most merciful God.

People: We confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not
loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of your Son,
Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in
your ways to the glory of your holy name. Amen

Vicar: Inthe mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for His sake God forgives us all our
sins. To those who believe in Jesus Christ, He gives the power to become children of God and bestows on them the
Holy Spirit. May the Lord, who has begun this good work in us, bring it to completion in the day of our Lord Jesus
Christ.

People: Amen. Thanks be to God

***Opening Hymn: In Thee Is Gladness

In thee is gladness Amid all sadness, Jesus, sunshine of my heart.
By thee are given The gifts of heaven, Thou the true redeemers art.
Our souls thou wakest; Our bonds thou breakest, Who trust thee surely
Has built securely And stands forever: Alleluia!

Our hearts are pining To see thy shining, Dying or living,

To thee are cleaving; Naught us can sever: Alleluia!

If he is ours,...We fear no powers, Not of earth or sin or death.
He sees and blesses In worst distresses; He can change them with a breath.
Wherefore the story Tell of his glory With heart and voices;
All heav’n rejoices In him forever: Alleluia!
We shout for gladness, Triumph o’er sadness, Love him and praise him
And still shall raise him Glad hymns forever: Alleluia!



***Psalm: Psalm 128 (read responsively)

Liturgist: Blessed are all who fear the Lord,

People: who walk in his ways.

Liturgist: You will eat the fruit of your labor;

People: blessings and prosperity will be yours.

Liturgist: Your wife will be like a fruitful vine within your house;
People: your sons will be like olive shoots around your table.
Liturgist: Thus is the man blessed

People: who fears the Lord.

Liturgist: May the Lord bless you from Zion all the days of your life;
People: may you see the prosperity of Jerusalem,

Liturgist: and may you live to see your children’s children.
People: Peace be upon Israel.

***The Gloria Patri: (sung) Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost: as it was in the beginning,
is now and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.
***The Kyrie: (responses are sung)

Liturgist: Lord, have mercy upon us.

People: Lord, have mercy upon us.

Liturgist: Christ, have mercy upon us.

People: Christ, have mercy upon us.

Liturgist: Lord, have mercy upon us.

People: Lord, have mercy upon us.

Liturgist: Glory be to God on high!

***Gloria in Excelsis: (sung) And on earth peace, goodwill toward men. We praise thee, we bless thee, we worship
thee, we glorify thee, we give thanks to thee for thy great glory, O Lord God, heavenly King, God the Father Almighty.
O Lord, the only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ; O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, that takest away the sin of
the world, have mercy upon us. Thou that takest away the sin of the world, receive our prayer. Thou that sittest at the
right hand of God the Father, have mercy upon us. For thou only art holy; thou only art the Lord; thou only, O Christ,
with the Holy Spirit, art most high in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

***Collect:

Liturgist: The Lord be with you.

People: And with thy spirit.

Liturgist: Let us pray.

People: O Almighty and most merciful God, of thy bountiful goodness keep us, we beseech thee, from all
things that may hurt us; that we, being ready, both in body and soul, may cheerfully accomplish those things
that thou wouldest have done; through thy Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with thee and the

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.



The Scripture Lessons:

First Reading: Genesis 2:18-25

18 The LORD God said, “It is not good for the man to be alone. I will make a helper suitable for
him.”

19 Now the LoRrRD God had formed out of the ground all the wild animals and all the birds in the
sky. He brought them to the man to see what he would name them; and whatever the man called each
living creature, that was its name. 2° So the man gave names to all the livestock, the birds in the sky
and all the wild animals.

But for Adam no suitable helper was found. %! So the LORD God caused the man to fall into a
deep sleep; and while he was sleeping, he took one of the man’s ribs and then closed up the place with
flesh. 22 Then the LORD God made a woman from the rib he had taken out of the man, and he brought
her to the man.

23 The man said, “This is now bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh; she shall be
called ‘woman,’ for she was taken out of man.”

24 That is why a man leaves his father and mother and is united to his wife, and they become
one flesh.

25 Adam and his wife were both naked, and they felt no shame.

Liturgist: This is the word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

Epistle Lesson: Hebrews 2:14-18
14 Since the children have flesh and blood, he too shared in their humanity so that by his death

he might break the power of him who holds the power of death—that is, the devil— *>and free those
who all their lives were held in slavery by their fear of death. 6 For surely it is not angels he helps, but
Abraham’s descendants. " For this reason he had to be made like them, fully human in every way, in
order that he might become a merciful and faithful high priest in service to God, and that he might
make atonement for the sins of the people. *® Because he himself suffered when he was tempted, he is
able to help those who are being tempted.

Liturgist: This is the word of the Lord.

People: Thanks be to God

The Alleluia: (sung) Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia

Vicar: Lift up your hearts and hear the Holy Gospel as it is recorded in the tenth chapter of Saint Mark, beginning
with the second verse.
***People (sung) Glory be to thee, O Lord

Gospel Lesson: Mark 10:2-16

2 Some Pharisees came and tested him by asking, “Is it lawful for a man to divorce his wife?”

3¢“What did Moses command you?” he replied.

% They said, “Moses permitted a man to write a certificate of divorce and send her away.”

% “It was because your hearts were hard that Moses wrote you this law,” Jesus replied. ® “But at
the beginning of creation God ‘made them male and female.” * ‘For this reason a man will leave his
father and mother and be united to his wife, & and the two will become one flesh.” So they are no longer
two, but one flesh. ® Therefore what God has joined together, let no one separate.”

OWhen they were in the house again, the disciples asked Jesus about this. ! He
answered, “Anyone who divorces his wife and marries another woman commits adultery against
her. 2 And if she divorces her husband and marries another man, she commits adultery.”

4 —



13 people were bringing little children to Jesus for him to place his hands on them, but the
disciples rebuked them. *When Jesus saw this, he was indignant. He said to them, “Let the little
children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of God belongs to such as these. *°> Truly
I tell you, anyone who will not receive the kingdom of God like a little child will never enter it.” ¢ And

he took the children in his arms, placed his hands on them and blessed them.
Vicar: This is the Gospel of our Lord.
***People: (sung) Praise be to thee, O Christ

Children’s Sermon: Vicar Chris Clarke

Pulpit Hymn: O, Give Us Homes

O give us homes built firmly on the Savior,
Where Christ is head and counselor and guide,
Where every child is taught his love and favor,

And gives his heart to Christ the crucified.

O give us homes where Christ is Lord and master,
The Bible read, the precious hymns still sung,
Where prayer comes first in peace or in disaster,
And praise is natural speech to every tongue.

O Lord our God, our homes are yours forever,
We trust to you their problems, toil, and care,
Their bonds of love no enemy can sever,

If you are always Lord and master there.



Sermon: Vicar Chris Clarke

The Sermon Response: (sung) Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right Spirit within me. Cast me not
away from thy presence; and take not thy Holy Spirit from me. Restore unto me the joy of thy salvation and uphold
me with thy free spirit.

***Passing of the Peace

***The Nicene Creed:

| believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, and of all things visible and invisible; And in
one Lord Jesus Christ, the Only Begotten Son of God, begotten of His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of
Light, very God of very God, begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father; by whom all things were
made; who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven, and was incarnate by the Holy Ghost of the
Virgin Mary, and was made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate; He suffered and was buried; and
the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures, and ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of the
Father; and He shall come again, with glory, to judge both the quick and the dead; whose kingdom shall have no end.
And | believe in the Holy Ghost, the Lord and Giver of Life, who proceedeth from the Father and the Son; who with
the Father and the Son together is worshipped and glorified; who spake by the Prophets. And I believe one holy
Christian and Apostolic Church; | acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins; and | look for the resurrection
of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.

***The General Prayer: (after each petition)

Vicar: Lord in your mercy.
People: Hear our prayer.

***The Lord’s Prayer:

Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name, Thy Kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it
Is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass
against us; And lead us not into temptation, But deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, For ever and ever. Amen.



***The Prayer Response: (sung)
Hear our prayer, O Lord. Hear our prayer, O Lord. Incline thine ear to us and grant us thy peace. Amen.

***The Benediction:

Vicar: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face to shine upon you and be gracious unto you. The
Lord lift up His countenance upon you and give you peace.

People: (sung) A-men, A-men, A----men.

***Closing Hymn: Saviour, Again To Thy Dear Name We Raise

Saviour, again to thy dear Name we raise
With one accord our parting hymn of praise;
Once more we bless thee ere our worship cease,
Then, lowly bending, wait thy word of peace.

Grant us thy peace upon our homeward way;
With thee began, with thee shall end the day;
Guard thou the lips from sin, the hearts from shame,
That in his house have called upon thy Name.

Grant us thy peace, Lord, through the coming night,
Turn thou for us its darkness into light;
From harm and danger keep thy children free,
For dark and light are both alike to thee.

Grant us thy peace, throughout our earthly life,
Our balm in sorrow, and our stay in strife;
Then, when thy voice shall bid our conflict cease,
Call us, O Lord, to thine eternal peace.

***The Postlude



Prayers and Praises:

For our church leaders:
Presiding Pastor: The Rev Dr. Carey G. Larson
Assistant Presiding Pastor: The Rev Roger Twito
AALC Administrator: The Rev Dean Stoner
Secretary Pastor: The Rev Joe Marsh
Home Mission Developer: The Rev Joe Christina
National Office Manager: Bonnie Ohlrich
Seminary President: The Rev Dr. Curtis Leins
Seminary Administrator: Duane Kleven

Robin Nicholson Hope Johnston Sharon Phelps Chris and Bob Bingaman
Dorothy Foster Becky Stapf Matt Ruppalt Helen Gibson

Rebecca Robinson Bill Trall Harvey Jester Justin Serene

Fred Carlson Bob Petersen Meryl Benenati Norita Shipley

Kris Johnson Brian Stitely Cam Swanson Debbie Stapf

Bob Pickett Jane Simcox Lora Bingaman Mary Beth Cyr

Sue Clarke Judy Butler Kristy O’Neal Joan Stanley

Paul Beall Danny Beall Chris German

For the President and the leaders of our nation

For those in the armed Services: Grace Gorevin, Zach Gorevin, Christopher Clarke, Travis Hawk,
Bethany Hueter, Chaplain John Reutemann, Chaplain Len Brokenshire, Cameron Donk, Ethan Stone,
Rebecca Deppe, Wendy Ahern, Kris Johnson

For our Seminary Students: Chris Clarke, Kris Johnson

For a Region congregation: Pastor Joe Christina, Christus Victor Lutheran Church, Fayetteville, NC

For our missionary work: Care Net Frederick

For those being persecuted for their faith in Christ

For the congregations of our Germantown/Clarksburg/Damascus community: Iglesia Bautisia International Church

For the congregations of the American Association of Lutheran Churches

For our college students: Maddie Day, Joseph Flesch, Jude Stapf, Paul Stapf

ANNOUNCEMENTS

e Men’s Bible Study: Tuesday: 1:30 PM at church.

e Women’s Bible Study: There will be no Women’s Bible Study this week.

e Adult and Children’s Sunday School: Sunday: 9:30 AM

e You may continue to watch the Sunday services (10:30 AM) via Livestream on Facebook —
Christ Lutheran Church AALC. The Bulletins for the services are on our website:
christlutheranofgermantown.org. The video of every livestream is on our Facebook page. You can
access the livestream by clicking the link at the bottom of the first page of our website or by
visiting the Facebook page directly. Be sure to click on the ‘videos’ tab.

e We will be collecting shoeboxes for Samaritan’s Purse, Operation Christmas Child until
November 17", Please see the information in the Lobby.

e There will be a Church Council meeting on Sunday, October 20t". Please have reports to
Carrie by Tuesday, October 15,



